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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tlie fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 09/20/06 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-32 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In order to expedite the case, the examiner respectfully suggests the amendment of 

claims 4,12 and 20 as below, wherein the step of assigning the received user-provided content an 
identifier, wherein the assigned identifier is a sequence number that includes intrinsic infi)rmation about the 
hierarchical level of the received user-provided content and defined by an incremental counter iS not Suggested 

or taught by the prior arts. 

Claim 4, (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for adding user-provided 
content to a hierarchically structured web-based content object stored as a plurality of 
content entities in a data repository, wherein the hierarchically structured web-based content 
object is a custom textbook, comprising the steps of: 

having a user defining the web based content object by a hierarchical outline of 
containers and content entity identifiers for the hierarchically structured web-based content 
object: 

selecting a location in the hierarchical outline of containers and content entity 
identifiers at which user-provided content is added to the web-based content object: 
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receiving user-provided content and generating a title of user-provided content via a web 
user interfacei and transmitting the user - provided content to the data rcpositoiy via an 
Internet, 

assigning the received user-provided content an identifier, wherein the assigned 
identifier is a sequence number that includes intrinsic information about the hierarchical 
level of the received user-provided content and defined by an incremental counter: and 

storing the received user-provided content with the assigned identifier of the received 
user-provided content in the data repository; and 

adding the identifier generated title of the user-provided content to the selected 
location in the hierarchical outline of containers and content entity identifiersji 

thereby adding the stored user-provided content to the hierarchicallv structured web- 
based content object, 

wherein the received user-provided content is content supplied or created by the 

user. 

Claim 12, (Currently Amended) A program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform method steps for 
adding user-provided content to a hierarchically structured web-based content object stored 
as a plurality of content entities in a data repository, wherein the hierarchicallv structured 
web-based content object is a custom textbook comprising the steps of: 

having a user defining the web based content object by a hierarchical outline of 
containers and content entity identifiers for the hierarchicallv structured web-based content 
object: 

selecting a location in the hierarchical outline of containers and content entitv 
identifiers at which user-provided content is added to the web-based content object: 
receiving user-provided content and generating a title of user-provided content via a web 
user interfacei an^ transmitting the user provided content to the data repository via an 
Internet, 

assigning the received user-provided content an identifier, wherein the assigned 
identifier is a sequence number that includes intrinsic information about the hierarchical 
level of the received user-provided content and defined bv an incremental counter: and 
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storing the received user-provided content with the assigned identifier of the received 
user-provided content in the data repository; and 

adding the identifier generated title of the user-provided content to the selected 
location in the hierarchical outline of containers and content entity identifiersji 

thereby adding the stored user-provided content to the hierarchically structured web- 
based content object, 

wherein the received user-provided content is content supplied or created by the 

user. 

Claim 20. (Currently Amended) A system for adding user-provided content to a 
hierarchically structured web-based content object stored as a plurality of content entities in 
a data repository, wherein the hierarchicallv structured web-based content object is a custom 
textbook comprising the steps of : 

a publishing system interfaces with the data repository: 

the publishing system comprising: 

means for defining the web based content object by a hierarchical outline of 
containers and content entity identifiers for the hierarchicallv structured web-based content 
object: 

means for selecting a location in the hierarchical outline of containers and content 
entity identifiers at which user-provided content is added to the web-based content object: 

means for receiving user-provided content and generating a title of user-provided 
content via a web user interface^ and transmitting the user provided content to the data 
repository via an Internet, 

means for assigning the received user-provided content an identifier, wherein the 
assigned identifier is a sequence number that includes intrinsic information about the 
hierarchical level of the received user-provided content and defined bv an incremental 
counter: md 

means for storing the received user-provided content with the assigned identifier of 
the received user-provided content in the data repository; and 

means for adding the identifier generated title of user-provided content to the 
selected location in the hierarchical outline of containers and content entity identifiersri 
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thereby means for adding the stored user-provided content to the hierarchically 
structured web-based content object, 

wherein the received user-provided content is content supplied or created by a user 

the means for defining the content object . 

Duplicate Claims, Warning 

Applicant is advised that should claims 4, 12 and 20 be found allowable, claims 1, 9 and 
17 will be objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof. When two 
claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both cover the 
same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing one claim to object 
to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: an internet at line 6, the user- 
provided at line 7 and the content object at line 10 {the internet, the user-provided content and the web-based 
content object is respectfully suggested). Appropriate correction is required. This objection also 
applies to the dependent claims of claim 1 . 

Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: an internet at line 7, the user- 
provided at line 8 and the content object at line 11 {the internet, the user-provided content and the web-based 
content object IS respectfully Suggested). Appropriate correction is required. This objection also 
applies to the dependent claims of claim 4. 

Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: an internet at line 7, and the 

content object at line 1 1 {the Internet and the web-based content object is respectfully suggested). 
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Appropriate correction is required. This objection also applies to the dependent claims of claim 
9. 

Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: an internet at line 8, and the 

content object at line 1 2 (the Internet and the web-based content object IS respectfully suggested). 

Appropriate correction is required. This objection also applies to the dependent claims of claim 
12. 

Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: an internet at line 5, and the 

content object at line 9 {the Internet and the web-based content object iS respectfully Suggested). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 20 is objected to because of the following informalities: an internet at line 7, and the 

content object at line 1 1 {the Internet and the web-based content object is respectfully Suggested). 

Appropriate correction is required. This objection also applies to the dependent claims of claim 
.20. 

Claim 31 is objected to because of the following informalities: an internet at line 7, and the 

custom content object at lines 11-14 {the Internet and the web-based custom content object is respectfully 

suggested). Appropriate correction is required. This objection also applies to the dependent 
claims of claim 31. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification sliall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1, 4, 9, 12, 17, 20 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragrapli, 
as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

As recited in claims 1, 4, 9, 12, 17, 20 and 31, the claimed limitation, transmitting the user- 
provided content to the data repository via an Internet, waS not described in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 4, 6, 7, 9, 12, 14, 15, 17, 20, 22, 23 and 25-30 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious 
over The McGraw-Hill Companies (McGraw-Hill) [Build a Book Online, 
http://web.archive.orq/web/1 998051 3002459/http://mhhe.com/primis/ and 
http://www.mhhe.com/primis/cataloq/pcatalog/primisweb.ppt1 . 
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Regarding claims 1, 9 and 17, McGraw-Hill teaches a method and system for adding user- 
provided content to BT\ e-bOOk as a web-based content object stored as a plurality of content entities in a data 

repository (As in screenshot I, the e-book as a web-based content object includes a plurality of 
chapters and sections as a plurality of content entities. As in screenshot IV, the e-book is able to 
download or printed, this teaching implies the e-book is stored in a data repository). The method 
and system comprising: 

having a user defining the web-based content object by a list of content entity identifiers (As shown at 

screenshot III, the e-book as web-based content object is defined by a user by a list of chapters and 

sections as content entity identifiers)] 




Screenshot I 
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Screenshot 111 

receiving user-provided content via a web user interface and transmitting the user-provided content to 
the data repository via the Inter net, assigning the user-provided content an identifier ^ and storing the user- 
provided with the identifier of the user-provided content in the data repository (The SCreenshot II includes 8 

plurality of chapters such as "The American Heritage, Constitutional Democracy"... The content 
of a chapter are sections such as "New! Reading 2: The Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" 
... The content of each section is the texts content indicated by the number of pages of text. A 
section under a chapter, or the text of a section is an example of the content that will be 
provided by user in order to compile a user own book by using the Add button (Screenshot III, 
and What is Primis Database Publishing in Build a Book Online, 
http://web.archive-orq/web/19980513002459/http://mhhe.com/primis/ ). When a user 
activates the Add button to add the content of a section into his/her own book, the content of a 
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section will be assigned an identifier that is the section name, and the content of the chapter will 
be assigned an identifier that is the chapter name. As in screenshot II, four pages of text of 
"New! Reading 2: The Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" as user-provided content is received via a 
web user interface. When activating the Add button, section name "New! Reading 2: The Mischiefs 
of Faction, James Madison" as an identifier is assigned to the content of "New! Reading 2: The 
Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison". As in screenshot IV, the e-book is able to download or 

printed, this teaching implies the user-provided with the identifier of the user-provided content is Stored in 
the data repository)] 

adding the identifier of the user-provided content to the list of content entity identifiers, whereby the 

user-provided content is added to the content object (The screenshot 1 1 1 illustrates a table of content or 
list of a user own book. The list is added w'\ih "New! Reading 2: The Mischiefs of Faction, James 
Madison" as the identifier of the content of "New! Reading 2: The Mischiefs of Faction, James 
Madison" as user-provided content using the Add button of the screenshot III. The user can view 
four pages of "Reading 2: the Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" as user-provided content by 
activating the viei^ button); 

wherein the user-provided content is content supplied or created by the user (four pages of "Reading 

2: the Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" is supplied by the user). 

Regarding claims 4, 12 and 20, McGraw-Hill teaches a method and system for adding 
user-provided content to an e-book as a hierarchically structure web-based content object stored as a plurality 
of content entities (As in SCreenshot I, the e-book as a hierarchically structure web-based content object 

includes a plurality of chapters and sections as a plurality of content entities. As in screenshot IV, 
the e-book is able to download or printed, this teaching implies the e-book is stored in a data 
repository). The method and system comprising: 
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having a user defining the web-based content object by a hierarchical outline of containers and content 
entity identifiers (As ShOWn at SCreenshot III, the e-book as web-based content object \s defined by a user 
by a hierarchical outline of containers and content entity identifiers , e.g., chapters as containers and 
sections as content entity identifiers)] 
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Screenshot II 
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Screenshot III 

receiving user-provided content via a web user interface and transmitting the user-provided content to 
the data repository via the Internet, assigning the user-provided content an identifier, and storing the user- 
provided with the identifier of the user-provided content in the data repository (The SCreenshot 11 includes a 

plurality of chapters such as "The American Heritage, Constitutional Democracy"... The content 
of a chapter are sections such as "New! Reading 2: The Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" 
... The content of each section is the texts content indicated by the number of pages of text. A 
section under a chapter, or the text of a section is an example of the content that will be 
provided by user in order to compile a user own book by using the Add button (Screenshot III, 
and What is Primis Database Publishing in Build a Book Online, 
http://web.archive.Org/web/19980513002459/http://mhhexom/primis/ ). When a user 
activates the Add button to add the content of a section into his/her own book, the content of a 



Application/Control Number: 09/488,976 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2168 

section will be assigned an identifier that is the section name, and the content of the chapter will 
be assigned an identifier that is the chapter name. As in screenshot II, four pages of text of 
"New! Reading 2: The Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" as user-provided content is received via a 
web user interface. When activating the Add button, section name "New! Reading 2: The Mischiefs 
of Faction, James Madison" as an identifier is assigned to the content of "New! Reading 2: The 
Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison". As in screenshot IV, the e-book is able to download or 

printed, this teaching implies the user-provided with the identifier of the user-provided content is Stored in 
the data repository)] 

adding the identifier of the user-provided content to the hierarchical outline of containers and content 
entity identifiers, thereby adding the user-provided content to the content object (The SCreenshot III 
illustrates a table of content or hierarchical outline of containers and content entity identifiers of a USer 
own book. The hierarchical outline of containers and content entity identifiers \s added with "New! Reading 

2: The Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" as the identifier of the content of "New! Reading 2: 
The Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" as user-provided content using the Add button of the 
screenshot III. The user can view four pages of "Reading 2: the Mischiefs of Faction, James 
Madison" as user-provided content by activating the Wew^ button); 

wherein the user-provided content is content supplied or created by the user (four pages Of "Reading 
2: the Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" is supplied by the user). 

Regarding claims 6, 14 and 22, McGraw-Hill teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claims 4, 12 and 20, McGraw-Hill further discloses the user-provided content comprises a 
content entity (McGraw-Hill Primis Custom Publishing). 
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Regarding claims 7, 15 and 23, McGraw-Hill teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claims 4, 12 and 20, McGraw-Hill further discloses the user-provided content comprises a 
container (McGraw-Hill Primis Custom Publishing). 
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Regarding claims 25-30, McGraw-Hill teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claims 1, 24, 9, 12, 17 and 20 McGraw-Hill further discloses the received user-provided 
content is not of the content object and wherein the plurality of content entities define the content object as a 
compilation of related content {McGra\N'H\\\ Primis Custom Publishing). 




Claims 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 11, 13, 16, 18, 19, 21 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over The McGraw-Hill Companies (McGraw-Hill) [Build a 
Book Online, http://web.archive.orq/web/1 998051 3002459/http://mhhe.com/primis/ and 
http://www.mhhe.com/primis/catalog/pcataloq/primisweb.ppt1 in view of Rowe [USP 
6,073,148]. 



Regarding claims 2, 5, 10, 13, 18 and 21, McGraw-Hill teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claims 1 , 4, 9, 12, 17 and 20, but does not explicitly discloses the step 

of receiving a user-provided location for inserting the identifier of the user-provided content into the content 
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objecty and inserting the identifier into the list at that location. Rowie teaches a method for creating an 

optimized PDF file, by creating a list of objects and shared objects to organize the objects and 
place the objects in the optimized file in the same order (Rowe, Col. 10, Line58-Col. 11, Line 
13). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention Was 
made to modify the McGraw-Hill method by including the technique of organizing the object in 
the list in order to build a customized e-book. 

Regarding claims 3, 8, 11, 16, 19 and 24, McGraw-Hill and Rowe teaches all the claimed 
subject matters as discussed in claims 2, 5, 10, 13, 18 and 21 , Rowe further discloses the step 

of providing a user interface communicating with the data repository, and providing mechanisms for receiving 
the user-provided content and specification of a desired location through the user interface (Rowe, Col. 1 0, 

Line58-Col. 11, Line 13). 

Claim 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
The McGraw-Hill Companies [McGraw Hill Primis Custom Publishing] in view of 
Santamaki et al. [USP 6,886,036 B1]. 

Regarding claim 31, McGraw-Hill teaches a method and system for adding user-provided 

content to 3X\ e-bOOk as a web-based content object stored as a plurality of content entities (As in 

screenshot I, the e-book as a web-based content object includes a plurality of chapters and sections 
as a plurality of content entities, As in screenshot IV, the e-book is able to download or printed, this 
teaching implies the e-book is stored in a data repository). The method and system comprising: 
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defining the web-based custom content object by a list of content entity identifiers (As shOWn at 
screenshot III, the e-book as web-based content object is defined by a list of cliapters and sections as 

a list of content entity identifiers)] 

receiving user-provided content via a web user interface and transmitting the user-provided content to 
the one or more object servers via the Inter nety assigning the user-provided content an identifier, and storing the 
user-provided content with the identifier of the user-provided content in the one or more object servers (The 

screenshot II includes a plurality of chapters such as "The American Heritage, Constitutional 
Democracy"... The content of a chapter are sections such as "New! Reading 2: The Mischiefs of 
Faction, James Madison" ... The content of each section is the texts content indicated by the 
number of pages of text. A section under a chapter, or the text of a section is an example of the 
content that will be provided by user in order to compile a user own book by using the Add 
button (Screenshot III, and What is Primis Database Publishing in Build a Book Online, 
http://web.archive.Org/web/19980513002459/http://mhhe.coiTi/primis/ ). When a user 
activates the Add button to add the content of a section into his/her own book, the content of a 
section will be assigned an identifier that is the section name, and the content of the chapter will 
be assigned an identifier that is the chapter name. As in screenshot II, four pages of text of 
"New! Reading 2: The Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" as user-provided content is received via a 
web user interface. When activating the Add button, section name "New! Reading 2: The Mischiefs 
of Faction, James Madison" as an identifier is assigned to the content of "New! Reading 2: The 
Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison". As in screenshot IV, the e-book is able to download or 

printed, this teaching implies the user-provided with the identifier of the user-provided content is stored In 
the object server)] 

adding the identifier of the user-provided content to the list , whereby the user-provided content is added 
to the content object (The SCreenshot III illustrates a table of content or the list of content entity 

identifiers. The list is addedmXh "New! Reading 2: The Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" as 



Application/Control Number: 09/488,976 Page 20 

Art Unit: 2168 

the identifier of the content of "New! Reading 2: Tine Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" as user- 
provided content using the Add button of the screenshot III. The user can view four pages of 
"Reading 2: the Mischiefs of Faction, James Madison" as user-provided content by activating the 
viel^^ button); 

The screen shot III with the button view^ for retrieving the content of a particular chapter 

implies the technique of storing said custom content object in said one or more object servers; storing book 
number, format as attribute information concerning the custom content object in said one or more object 
servers. 

The missing of McGraw-Hill is a library server for storing the content of customized 
textbook in PDF format as information specifying the custom content object and the attribute information, 

Santamaki teaches an electronic book method for distributing electronic reading 
materials. Santamaki further discloses an e-book server as a library server for storing the 
electronic document for later downloading to a remote terminal (Santamaki, Col. 2, Lines 25- 
28). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to store the compiled textbook in an e-book server as taught by Santamaki for later 
downloading to a remote terminal. 

Regarding claim 32, McGraw-Hill and Santamaki, in combination, teach all of the 
claimed subject matter as discussed above with respect to claim 31, but does not explicitly 

teach a plurality of object servers, wherein components of the custom content object are stored in more than one 

of the plurality of object servers. However, in real life, an e-books contains embedded pictures or 
audio/video files. Thus, these components could be stored in other object servers. It would have 
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been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
more than one object servers in order to store embedded pictures or audio/video flies. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to HUNG Q. PHAM whose telephone number is 571-272-4040. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, TIM T. VO can be reached on 571-272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

HUNG Q PHAM 

Examiner 
Art Unit 2168 

November 22, 2006 



